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Restive

Again

The republic most vital to the
Soviet Union’s economy, aside from
the Russian Republic itself, is the Uk-
raine. And in recent years the rich afid
fertile region has become a hotbed of
nationalist fervor that is causing com:
cern for the Kremiin. oaey

CIA cables have soted a series g
anti-Soviet (and anti-Russian) protests
in Ukramian cities m_the two

evidently fueled by the Seli
“darity movement in Poland. s

The man who has put down thegs -
outbreaks is Ukrainian Communist
Party chief Viadimir Shcherbitsky’
the same man who lectured Preside;"l_t}
Reagan on the dangers of “Star
Wars™ when he headed a Soviet delé-
gation to Washington in March;
Shcherbitsky quickly learned that the,
local Ukrainian militia could not -be
depended on to quell the protests unz
less there were KGB troops on the
scene to * " them Seo
Shcherbitsky now tends to call in the,
reliably ruthless KGB troops at the
first hint of trouble. s

A special CIA repart cancludes thdt
the Ukrainian nationahst movement
points out thst the ’ the

port explains that Soviet leaders will
pever wilingly relguish the 50 mil-

lion people in this region the sze of 'g

- France_because it “serves both as 2

granary and a

. for the Soviet Upion.”

of Ukrainian dissidents reveals, not
I h‘ u!m. B' mé -l
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But it has also been fertile groun

of writers, Ii s
nalists, teachers and lawyers,” the

CIA report seys. But it is the scientists’ !

and_technicians “whose opposition js:
[most]_troublesome for Soviet authori::

. ties.” The CIA says about one-four{h
' of arrested dissidents are i )

m this cate-

NS

-8ary.

major mineral producer;
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198"

LR
.“

Perhaps even more alarming fqr-
the regime,” the report adds, “are’
signs_of nationalism among lower
-strata of the population, A great feaf.
of the central authorities may be that,,

-at some period of great strain for the.

government, such as military attack’
by China or a_[struggle] among top
Soviet leaders, Ukrainian intellectus!

dissidents_could tap a reservoir of la-"
tent mass discontent.” But, the CIX’

cautions, it is qifGcult_ 1o kmow
-Whether the peasantry would rally o,
a future Ukrainian_nationalist move

ment in time of crisis in Moscow.” -~
The Ukrainian peasants have boer’

oppressed and betrayed by both ims
perial and communist Russians for
centuries. They won their i
dence for a brief period in the turmoil’
after World War I, but Moscow-di-
rected Boisheviks quickly suffacated
the infant Ukrainian republic in 1920,
A dozen years later, Stafin’s brutal
“land reform”—forcing the _peasants
into collective farms at gunpoint and
starving those who resisted——cost the.
ine more than 7 million kives, a}
cording to some estimates 5
The survivars of Stalin's

armies as liberators from communisn??
only to learn that the Nazis were able 57
{)noztdt Stalin’s executioners body fot-
y. . . o
Why should the Ukraine be restiva.

- again? More than other minority repub-.

lics, it is “susceptible to East Europeis
i:!ﬂm.dnetothehistorimlassocﬁ%
tion of West Ukraine with bordering:
EastEmopeaneoun&ies,andtheMxi
glot character of the affected popula-,
tions. If discontent in the Ukraine-
mouated sufficiestly to couate 2 ‘revolu=
tonary situation.’ 2 revolt in Eastern

hevers ampiyeic ~~
But the m'bt?ntm_isdidﬁo;;

happen in 1968, e :
l{%mml ﬁmﬁ chosig®
V; g

XaIn& apnears 1o he waging cather thalt-
_waning.” ‘z
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